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SUMMARY

The purpose of our study is to understand decision-making process on site selection
for the deep geological repository of high-level radioactive waste. We compared site
selection process by screening based primarily on technical criteria with the main
emphasis on safety in Switzerland, and that by a voluntarism and partnership approach
in UK, by document review. The voluntarism and partnership approach in UK is based
on the ethical consideration that faireness in siting facilities could only be achieved by
the enhancement of well-being and public acceptability based on a willingness to partic-
ipate and a right to withdraw from a siting process. On the other hand, it could be
interpreted that the screening approach with the main emphasis on safety in
Switzerland would be based on the concept of the veil of ignorance, hypothesized that
people would accept the decision if they consent the decision way beforehand under
condition everyone could be involved in as a potential interest party. The responses of
public against siting by the voluntarism and partnership approach shows that there
were some issues on the suitability of geology at candidate site and a right to with-
draw by legal base. The siting by the screening approach shows that people would
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accept follow the rule of this siting process so far. However, a conclusion has not been

reached concerning whether only one candidate site could be selected from some sites

by safty and other criteria, and whether local people at candidate site could consent

and accept.
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